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GREEN MOUNTAIN
VALLEY SCHOOL

June 25, 2026
To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing on behalf of Green Mountain Valley School regarding questions that have arisen
concerning a photograph of our student, | , taken following our graduation
ceremony.

It has long been customary in the United States for adults to celebrate certain milestones —
including graduations, retirements, and other significant occasions — by posing with or enjoying
celebratory cigars. At GMVS, this has become a long-standing graduation tradition in which
graduates pose with the item as a symbolic part of the celebration.

GMVS was aware of the circumstances surrounding the photograph. The object depicted in the
photograph was provided by parents of graduating students and distributed following the
ceremony. | did not smoke the item, and the photograph depicts a brief, lighthearted
celebratory moment following commencement.

's actions did not violate any school policies or expectations for student conduct.
Accordingly, no disciplinary action was warranted or taken. Throughout the event,
conducted himself with the utmost integrity. The photograph should not be interpreted as
evidence that!  engaged in smoking or any other misconduct.

Since arriving at GMVS, has consistently demonstrated exemplary character, integrity,
maturity, and respect for others. He has been an outstanding member of our community and we
are proud to call him a Green Mountain Valiey School community member.

We understand that cultural norms surrounding tobacco differ among countries and '
communities, and we respect those differences. We hope this explanation provides helpful
context regarding the circumstances of the photograph and our school's assessment of the
matter.

Should you require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,

Tracy Keller

Head of School

271 Moulton Road
Waitsfield, Vermont 05673
P 802.496.2150 - F 802.496.6819

WWW.GMVS.ORG
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